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           UPCNS OCTOBER, 2011 NEWSLETTER
Message from the Director:  Happy fall to you all!  Our October theme is discovering fall through its shapes, colors, weather and patterns (leaves).  We will be using apples and pumpkins and fall leaves for activities and projects.  We will have our first visits from our music specialist, Mr. Kim, Firefighter Bonnie and the Upton Police Dept. (Halloween safety). The Lunch Bunch and Stay ‘n Play programs will be starting up and our Parents board will be busy planning for our fall fundraisers.  It can be a busy yet beautiful time of year.  Please do not hesitate to call me or send me an email about anything you may have questions about or are concerned with.  I am here to assist you and your family through the preschool process and enjoy getting to know you. 
Fondly, Sandy Leacu (lay-Q)

Special October events: 

1. School pictures:  The children all have the opportunity to have a school photo and a class photo taken here by Morin Studio’s of Milford. You will receive a photo purchasing packet the week before and can also sign up siblings (older or younger) to have their photo taken as well.  School pictures will be held on Oct. 18th for all T/TH children and Oct. 19th for all MWF and Extended day children.  Sibling photos will be held on Tuesday Oct. 18th between 11:00 and 12.  Please sign up in the school office for siblings.  
2. HALLOWEEN PARTIES:  We will celebrate Halloween during our school day prior to Halloween. T/TH classes will have their parties in their classrooms on Thursday, 27th and MWF classes will meet together in the vestry for their party on Oct. 28th. Sign up sheets for goodies will be in each classroom by mid-October.  Students with allergies will need to bring in a special snack for this party, all other students will not need to bring a snack these dates.  NO COSTUMES PLEASE!
3. VISIT FROM UPTON POLICE DEPT.  In conjunction with our Halloween parties we will have a visit from Officer Mager who will teach us how to stay safe while trick-or-treating on Halloween. The children enjoy his visits and usually come home with a coloring book and sticker.  Exact date for his visit: TBA

4. both lunch bunch and stay ‘n play begin this month. 
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Classroom news: please also refer to monthly calendar
MWF Neighbors classes (am + pm): 
We will have apple tasting on Oct. 14th. Requests for apple donations will be on the wish list which is on our parent bulletin board in the vestry.  We also could use one Jumbo size Pumpkin for a Science project and one medium sized pumpkin for a Jack-0-lantern. 
Show ‘n Tell is Oct. 7th: please have your child bring in their favorite small toy or stuffed animal, a fall object or a picture/photo. 
During our Halloween party we will be face painting each other’s faces with the help of a parent volunteer. If you do not want your child to participate, please let a teacher know.  A permission slip will also be sent home closer to Halloween. 
Please have your children wear black and/or orange on Halloween (Oct. 31).
We will begin to send home our classroom book with each child’s picture and interview. Please make sure your child’s individual photo has been submitted to their teacher. Thank you. 

All T/TH classes: 

Please make sure you replace your children’s clothing if they come home having been changed from having an accident. Please include underwear or pull up and socks. 

Please, please, please label everything.  Juice bottles are often un-labeled for snack and the children do not seem to recognize their backpacks readily. 

We will be tasting apples this month. Donations of apples will be listed on our wish lists. 

Keep watching your emails for more photos of our classes in action!

Extended Day class news: 

By Oct 7th we need each child to send in some of their old clothing (child size) so we can make scarecrows in school.  Your child will be stuffing the clothing and bringing home a “scarecrow” typed person to decorate your front steps at your home.  Please let a teacher know if you need us to provide clothing for this activity, it won’t be a problem for us to do so.  

Please try to send in a shirt, pants/shorts or skort, socks, shoes are optional as well as other accessories. 

For Oct. 21st please have your child bring to school one fall leaf for a project. 

Please Note: many children are coming to school with too much food to eat at lunch or snack times.   A good sized snack is 4 crackers and small juice box; Lunches really only need to be a sandwich, fruit and drink. Thank you. 
We also will be doing face painting during our Halloween party. Permission slips will be sent home soon for this activity. Please let us know if you do not want your child to participate. 
Upcoming fundraising events: 

1. Scholastic book club: we earn free books from your orders and one free book per online order received.

2. SCRIP GIFT CARDS: Whenever you are thinking of buying a gift card for any reason at all, you can purchase it through us!  You do not pay anything more than the cost of the card, yet we get a percentage of the cost from Great Lakes script center.  To place an order: fill out the order form on our website and check out the current cards you can order there as well. Then bring the order form into the school office.  Order forms are also in each classroom and at the church or nursery school office. We place an order in conjunction with the Churches order, every Tuesday mid day and receive the delivery that same Friday. It’s easy!!   This is ongoing throughout the year, including the summer months. 

3. Fall fundraiser:  AVON :  Catalogs will be sent home with the children on Oct. 3 and 4. Please feel free to pass them around to your family and friends to collect orders.  All orders are due back to the school by Oct. 21st.  Delivery and payment are due Nov. 7 and 8.  Proceeds from this fundraiser will go to paying for our spring animal show and magician show.  Thank you in advance!
4. Flat Donations:  If you prefer not to participate in our fundraisers, a flat donation form was sent home through your children. 

5. SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, December 3rd, 10am -3pm, we will hold our annual Family Holiday Bazaar.  Stay posted for more details and how you can help or donate items.  

CLASSROOM WISH LISTS: Thank you to everyone who has so generously donated items on our classroom wish lists. We appreciate anyway you support us!  For October, we are looking for apples and pumpkins if anyone picks up extra ones.  There is also a wish list on our website which includes items for the school office.  Thank you again!

Our new school volunteer Health Care consultant is: Cathy Poirier who is a registered nurse at the Joslin Diabetes Center in Boston.  Her son Robby previously attended our school and now her daughter Mary is with us on T/TH.  Thank you Cathy!!

NAEYC: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN is our accreditation agency.  

Did you know . . .  that most school play grounds have 6 inches of bark mulch around their “fall zones”, yet our school has 8 inches to meet our accreditation requirements?  Just one more way we keep your children safe while they are here with us. 

QUOTES OF THE MONTH:

“Bad guys are useless!” – Sean D.

Curtis asked Mrs. Leacu if she was a teacher.  Mrs. Leacu said no, I work with the teachers; I’m kind of like their boss.  He said “are you the principle?”  Mrs. Leacu said “yeah, sort of” so Curtis responded “oh, if we are bad do we have to go to your office?”  (Yicks!)

Mrs. Brill was explaining play partners to the children and asked them “what would you do if your partner didn’t want to do something you wanted to do?’  Grace said “I think we should cancel it!”
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