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Message from the Director: I would like to take a minute to thank you all for sharing your children with us so far this year.  During this month of Thanksgiving, I am thankful to have the support of your wonderful families and our outstanding teachers! There isn’t a day that goes by that your children don’t make me laugh or bring a smile to my face. 

Happy Thanksgiving to you all!

Fondly,

Sandy Leacu, Director

Thank you notes: 

We’d like to thank all our generous families who have donated items on our wish lists, have donated their time to help us with projects or parties, who have contributed to our Avon fundraiser or given a flat donation and who sent in food for our Halloween parties.  We appreciate your support. 

Please continue to check our classroom wish lists that our posted, as well as our school wish list that is on our website.

SCHOOL WIDE NEWS: FOR ALL CLASSES
There will be no school on Friday, Nov. 11th due to the Veteran’s day holiday and no school on Nov. 24th and 25th due to Thanksgiving recess. 

Early release day on Wed. Nov 23rd applies to the Extended day class. There will be no afternoon mixed age class on that day. 
All classes will be discussing “What it means to be thankful” during November.  We will create a Thankful Turkey for each class. The children will let us know in school what they are thankful for and we will post their “thankful feathers” on our turkeys.  We would love for you and your family to also share with us what you are thankful for. Please feel free to fill out as many “thankful feathers” as you wish each time you drop off or pick up your child. You may do it anonymously or share your name; take the feathers home and do it around the dinner table or do it at school. It is our goal to have turkeys overflowing with an abundance of thankful feathers!
Thanksgiving Feasts: all classes will enjoy a special snack or “feast” the week of Thanksgiving. Sign up sheets for food item donations will be available the first week of November for each class in their classroom.
IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

1. Please make sure your child comes to school every day with their backpack and please remember to check it after each day for important notices.  

2. label, label, label everything. As the colder weather arrives most of the children do not recognize their coats, hats etc. 

3. Please make sure you read the monthly newsletter and look at the monthly calendar. Also, important reminders are often posted on the classroom doors. Please take a moment to check for them.

Thank you!

4. What is ‘too sick’ to come to school?  If you are contemplating whether or not your child is too sick to come to school, chances are that they should stay home. Please be considerate of the other children, staff and our pregnant mothers. At preschool we love to teach sharing, but let’s not share our germs!

Extended day classes and MWF Neighbor room classes: 
During the month of November, when many of our food pantry patrons are looking forward to being provided with Thanksgiving dinners from the United Parish of Upton; we would like to offer families a chance to send in one or more items with their MWF children to support the food

pantry.  Items such as, peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti sauce, rice, pasta, canned fruits and vegetables, stuffing mixes, boxed potatoes, cranberry sauce, cereal, granola bars/fruit bars, juice, canned hams etc are greatly appreciated (please no perishable items). If you would like to have your child participate, please have them bring in an item starting Nov.2nd through Nov. 14th.  We will then be bringing the items to the food pantry as a class on Nov. 18th. Please note that the food pantry is located on the church premises in the vestry (large room that we have our parties in). 

Thank you in advance for your support of this great community service.
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Fall parent-teacher conferences:  

Thursday, Nov. 3rd during class times: Mrs. McGrath’s T/TH class.

Friday, Nov. 4th, during class times: Mrs. Lavin’s Extended day class. 

Tuesday, Nov. 8th, during class time/Stay’n play: Mrs. Lavin and Mrs. O’Shaughnessy’s T/TH class.

Wednesday, Nov. 9th, during class time: Mrs. McCormick’s MWF morning and afternoon classes. 
*** Please note these dates are when our school pays for a sub to come into the class, so that the teachers can meet with you. Please make every effort to come to your scheduled conference on these dates.  Thank you. Sign up sheets will go out soon!
Tuesday/Thursday classes only:
Has your child asked if they can stay for lunch at school? Would you like to spend a little more time shopping while they are here? If so, why not try out our new Stay’n Play program. It is just an additional $10 per session and you provide their lunch. They stay from 11:30, after their class, to 1:00pm. You can sign up for one date a month to give it a try, or more dates, whatever you would like. You may even call that morning to see if we have an opening available. We are very flexible with this registration.

For children in the Neighbor’s room, you can talk to Evan McShane’s mom if you have any questions about this program.  Evan loves staying for lunch and would really like it if some of his friends from his class would stay with him. Mrs. Pierce, from the Neighbor’s room is also one of the teachers in the Stay’n play program.

Here is a sampling of some of the Stay’n play activities we have done or will be doing soon:

Picnic lunch outside

Balloon game

Monthly short movie and lunch

Apple activity

Holiday projects (Nov –Dec)

Cooking activities

Hopscotch and more!

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER NEEDS AND MORE: 

As you all know by now, our 5th annual Family Holiday Bazaar is Saturday, Dec. 3rd, 2011 from 10:00am to 3:00pm.  In order to make this a successful event, we need a lot of helping hands. 

We will need volunteers to “man” a table for us at the bake sale, raffle table, silent auction table, craft sale table, in the kitchen and in the kids craft area. Santa needs volunteers too! Sign up for two hour increments or more.  
We need people to sign up to bake an item for our bake sale, donate items to our kitchen food sale, donate hand made craft items for our craft sale and/or donate raffle items or silent auction items. 

If you own a business or have a talent or if you work for a business that may donate raffle or silent auction items, please let the school office know. We will advertise your business for free on all our flyers. 

If you have a creative talent or would like to sell your wares at the bazaar, please send an email to the office or download the vendor application directly from our website’s home page and mail it in. 
Vendor slots are handed out on a first come, first served basis and fill up quickly. 

Sign up sheets will be coming out soon for all donations and will be located in both classrooms. You can also send an email to the school office with what you can donate or how you can volunteer. 

Thank you in advance for all your support!  This bazaar is sponsored by our Parent board. 
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Molly- T/TH:  Do you ever run out of paper?

After reading a book about different homes around the world, Mary (T/TH) said “I wouldn’t want to live in THAT house!” (It was a mud house).

Jack M. asked Mrs. Lavin to open up his snack for him. “What’s the magic word?” she asked. “Abracadabra!” he said

Kendall M., while showing Mrs. Leacu her family photo said, “See that handsome guy with the beard?  That’s my dad!”
While Patrick and Taryn were playing outside, pushing the coupe car, Patrick said “Okay

Honey, I’m here.”

Jessica was whispering something into Sean’s ear as she told Dominic that he can’t hear what she’s saying.   Dominic said “yes I can, I have listening ears!”

Sean B and Kathryn were playing with the dress up clothes and told Mrs. McCormick that they were getting married. 

Bella said “ I love it when I can help other people!”

Mark said to Mrs. Leacu “ If you look away, things disappear.”

Ryan was holding a magnifying glass up to his eye, looking at Mrs. Houskeeper (sub).

He said to her “Wow! You are big!” She laughed

Mrs. Ciantra brought in some milkweeds from home. While Hailey was playing with them she said “If I plant my seeds, Mother God might make them grow.”

