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     UPCNS JANUARY NEWSLETTER, 2012

Message from the Director:  I am writing this on the last day of school in December and we still have no snow. I can only assume we will have snow before the Christmas vacation week is over.  However, whether we do or not I’m sure we will have cold weather. The winter weather brings new challenges for your children in the preschool environment.  We continue to go outside unless it is below 25 degrees or there is a wind chill that makes it feel like its below 25 degrees.  This means children need to bring their snow suits with them each time they come to school, unless otherwise noted by their teachers.  Coats, snow pants, hats, mittens (not gloves or scarves) and snow boots all need to be labeled with their names. Do not assume your child can identify their own items. Children will be taught to dress themselves to go outside for play.   We recommend that you place their snow clothes in a separate bag, not in their back packs. Re-usable grocery bags are great for this use and we have some on hand if anyone needs one. Just let a teacher know and we will supply you with one. Winter weather also brings with it school cancellations and illness.
We follow the Mendon-Upton school district for school closing due to the weather. Please listen to WBZ radio 1030 or watch TV for school closings. It would be listed as Mendon-Upton School District. The snow policies for school delays or early releases were sent home in November and also can be found on our website: www.unitedparishschool.org
If your child has a runny nose that is yellow or green or that they can not manage themselves (they can’t blow their own nose) or if they have a bad cough, please keep them home.  A child must also be fever free (without medication) for at least 24 hours before they can return to school when they have been sick. I will be strictly enforcing our health policies (page 15-16 in Parent Handbook) and will call you to pick them up at school if they are the least bit ill.  I realize this can be difficult for working parents and/or daycare providers, so please have a plan B in place for your child’s illness before they come down with anything this winter. 
Thank you in advance.  I appreciate your support in this manner. 

Fondly, Sandy Leacu, Director

January themes and events:  

The curriculum theme for January, 2012 is “Mad Scientists”. We will be learning about winter weather, artic animals and simple machines through science experiments using snow, ice, blubber gloves etc. Later in the month, we will incorporate outer space and rocket ships into our curriculum. Please check the January calendar for special snack dates and pajama day. 

Also, beginning in January, Fire Fighter Bonnie, from the Upton Fire Department, will be returning once a month to conduct a safety lesson with the children. She had been doing this for years for our school, but has not been her since last fall.  The children always enjoy her visits and find it comforting to know that a woman can also be a fire fighter. Believe me when I tell you, that if the fire department ever has to come to your home for an emergency, it is extremely helpful to the children to see FF Bonnie, someone they know and trust. 

T/TH classes: Beginning on January 3, 2012 the two T/TH classes will alternate their days for going outside in the snow to play (unless there is no snow).  The Neighbors room with Mrs. McGrath and Mrs. Pierce will only go outside on Tuesdays during the winter months.  The Friends classroom, with Mrs. Lavin and Mrs. O’Shaughnessy will only go out on Thursdays.  This means that you only need to provide your child’s complete snow suit on there given outside days, unless otherwise noted by the teachers. 
We will try to assist you with this at drop off times and inform you if we will not be going outside that day so you can bring their bag of snow clothes back to your car.
January 19th: wear your pajamas to school day (or slippers or bathrobe). 

MWF classes including Extended day:

We will have a special snack day on Friday, January 13th of cinnamon toast and hot cocoa. You do not need to provide a snack on this date.  It will also be Snuggle day, a day in which your child may come to school in their pajamas, wear their slippers or bathrobe to school. It’s their choice and they may choose not to participate in this. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR ALL FALL, 2012 CLASSES: 

Registration for the fall, 2012 classes begins on January, 23 -27 for all our current students and their siblings.  A registration packet will be handed out to you in school by the director. 

We will be offering a four day a week class beginning in the fall for children ages 4-5 and going onto Kindergarten the following year. This class will be held on Mondays through Thursdays from 12:30pm to 3:00pm for a fee of $300 per month. 

We will continue to offer our mixed age class on MWF for children ages 3, 4 or 5 from 9:00am to 11:30. We will also continue to run Lunch Bunch.

Extended day will also continue to be offered for children age 4-5 and eligible for Kindergarten the following school year. We recommend this class for children who are ready for a more project based learning environment

T/TH morning classes remain the same for children age 2.9 through 4 from 9:00am to 11:30 with the optional Stay and Play program till 1:00pm. 

. 

Tuition prices remain the same as this year. There continues to be a $200 registration fee which goes towards holding their slot and our accreditation fees. 
Please check our website for more information and specific tuition prices. 

Alumni families and church members can register beginning January 29th, and then our public registration begins with our Open House on Saturday, February 4th!  Please help spread the word. Thank you. 
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Again, we want to thank everyone who supported our Family Holiday Bazaar!  It was a huge success. We made a profit of $3800! The most we have ever made from this event. 

We appreciate the dedication of the members of our Parent’s Board who spent countless hours planning and running this event. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!

Thank you also to those families who made donations to our school during the holidays. We appreciate your continued support. 

QUOTES OF THE MONTH: 

Curtis said “Mrs. Brill is just a little peanut!”

Logan D. patted the back of his head and said “my mommy wears her hair long-it’s pretty!”

When Mrs. O’Shaughnessy asked the children if they enjoyed the sing-a-long, Morgan said “I just wanted to eat and hear my jingle bells!”

