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Message from the Director: With the small amounts of snow fall this winter, it’s easy to forget to send your child’s snow clothes in with them to school. If there is snow on the ground please send in all their snow clothes. If there is not snow on the ground please send in their boots, hat and mittens.  We will go out as often as possible in the winter as long as the temperature outside is over 25 degrees with no wind chill. Outside play is very important for your child’s growing body and the fresh air helps limit the spread of disease. If you feel your child is too sick to play outside, then they are probably too sick to attend school that day. Please remember to label all items, including mittens, boots and hats. We do not allow them to wear scarves or hats with long strings as these can get caught on the slide and cause chocking.

Since it is tax time, I’d like to inform you of our tax identification number. This number will assist you in seeking a tax break for child care, which includes preschool. Our tax ID # is: 042-898-540.

Our curriculum theme for the month of February is “All you need is love!” Please read below for specific needs for our Valentine’s Day parties.
Fondly, 

Sandy Leacu, Director

Upcoming Events in February:

NO SCHOOL Feb. 20-24th due to winter recess.

Valentine Day parties: Feb. 13th and 14th during class time. 

The children will be making Valentine decorations and decorating a bag to hold the Valentine cards they will receive. On the above dates, we will have a party which includes handing out Valentine cards to each of their classmates and getting together to eat yummy treats. Sign up sheets for refreshments will be out in early February in each classroom. To simplify things for you, on the above dates your child will need to bring in one Valentine card per classmate and/or teacher. Please do not put in envelopes and do not address them to anyone in particular. Just have them write their name (if they can) on the back of each. This makes it much easier for them to “mail” one card to each of their classmates. Below is the number of cards needed per class: 

Extended Day: each child needs to bring in 18 Valentines.


MWF Morning class: each child needs to bring in 16 Valentines.


MWF Mixed age, afternoon class: each child needs to bring in 10 Valentines.


T/TH Friends room class: each child needs to bring in 14 Valentines.


T/TH Neighbors room class: each child needs to bring in 11.
We ask that you please refrain from sending in favors or candy. Thank you!
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     SPRING PROGRESS REPORTS: will be coming out at the beginning of April. Parent-teacher conferences will be held mid-April. 

FYI: The teachers are assessing the children in a variety of areas through play and projects. One area they need your help with is independent skills, such as hanging up their own coats and back packs. Please let your child do these tasks themselves so we can give them credit for knowing how to do this on their progress report. Please also continue to practice their address and phone numbers, as these are also on their progress reports. 

Thank you. 

SNACK TIME CONCERNS: Please keep in mind that many foods are chocking hazards for young children, especially for the 2.9 year olds and 3 year olds. Please also remember that while your child is eating, he/she is also being very social. Foods such as popcorn, grapes, mini-crackers or cookies are all common causes of chocking. 
Please send in only one small snack and a drink. A package of 4 crackers or one granola bar or one cheese stick and a drink is really all they need and have time to eat. 

Thank you for your cooperation!

WE ARE ENROLLING NOW FOR ALL FALL, 2012 CLASSES. If you haven’t gotten your registration form in, please do so before our classes fill up; especially the morning classes.  Please see Sandy Leacu in the office if you have any questions or concerns. 
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SCRIPT GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE FOR VALENTINES DAY, EASTER, BIRTHDAYS, GRADUATIONS or any event. 
The following companies are running specials for February: AMC or Regal cinemas, Bath and Body Works, Build-a-Bear, Cheesecake Factory, CVS or Walgreens, Fannie Mae Candies or Sees Candies, Game Stop, Hallmark, Macy’s and Target, Gap and Old Navy, Toy R Us, Sephora, Starbucks, Olive Garden and Petsmart. If you purchase one of these cards from us at no extra cost to you, the percentage we get back from the vendor is higher than usual for the month of February.  There are many other vendors who we can get gift cards from as well. The full list is on our website home page in the left hand column along with the order form. If you place your order with Sandy by any given Tuesday morning, the cards will be in Thursday afternoon of that same week. Please support our school with this easy to do fundraiser. Thank you.
Donations needed for the church food pantry: 
cereals, laundry detergent, hygiene items. 

Classroom wish lists: bubble wands (various shapes), artificial flowers for a “flower shop”, child sized watering cans, seed packets, plastic Easter eggs and paper towels.
STAFF NEWS:

1. All staff has just completed training in the USDA guidelines for preschool nutrition and in the Five Rights of Medication Administration. 

2. In November, we all were re-certified in pediatric CPR

3. Two staff members completed an on-line training on Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and one staff member completed training on running a mixed aged classroom. 

4. Congratulations to Cassie McGrath, Mrs. McGrath’s daughter on being accepted into all 8 colleges she applied to. Now she has to make the tough decision as to where she will go. Good luck, Cassie!
5. Congratulations are long over due to Mrs. Lavin’s daughter, Justine on her engagement. A June, 2012 wedding is planned. 

6. Congratulations to Mrs. Leacu and Mrs. Houskeeper on the engagement of David Leacu (Mrs. Leacu’s son) to Sarah Houskeeper (Mrs. Houskeeper’s niece). They are planning a spring, 2012 wedding. 

QUOTES OF THE MONTH: 
Santa might get a bad molar with all the cookies he eats at Christmas. I bet they have a dentist at the North Pole – Maggie, MWF morning class.

Mr. Kim held up his harmonica and asked the children “What is this?” Holly answered ‘a Hanukkah’ – T/TH morning class
Jack M., T/TH class, while painting at the easel said “Hey, I’m making the letter we made out of dough!” (Letter S)

During a math game, Kayla said “4 + 4 = 8, I did that without using my fingers!” – Extended day class.
After snuggly pajama day, Ryan said to Mrs. O’Shaughnessy “That was fun, how about a movie now?”- Extended day class.
Irelyn was painting at the easel with the colors red and yellow. She noticed that the colors were mixing and said to Mrs. Leacu “Oh, I made that color. I like it, it’s orange!”- T/TH Class. 

While Dominic was playing with the frozen bowls (bowls of ice with small toys frozen inside), he said “I’m doing a science experiment, you know” Mrs. McGrath asked Dominic if he was making a prediction? Dominic said “yes, that salt water melts ice!”- Mixed age class.

Charlie B. said to Mrs. McCormick “you know what? When I grow up, I’m going to be a doctor and an artist too!” – mixed age class.
Happy Valentine’s Day!
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