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Greetings and holiday cheer to you all! The teachers and students have all been busy getting ready for the holidays. We enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving feast together, filled out our “thankful feathers” and placed them on our classroom turkeys and collected items for the needy that use the United Parish food pantry. Now, we are onto celebrating Christmas, Hanukkah  and any other faith traditions our student’s families may celebrate (just let us know if you celebrate something else). During December we will be learning about our holiday traditions through our senses. The sights and sounds, smells and tastes of the holidays as well as how they make us feel. It should be a joyous journey and a busy one as well. Please make sure you pay attention to the special dates on this month’s calendar and reserve the time for our sing-a-longs so you can participate as a family.
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy New Year to you all!

Fondly, 

Sandy Leacu, Director

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:
1. Saturday, December 3rd: 10:00am to 3:00pm is our 5th annual Family Holiday Bazaar.  Please plan to attend this event and support our school. There will be free photos with Santa Claus, face painting, caricatures, and kid’s craft making, bake sale, raffle items, silent auction items, crafts, plenty of good food to eat and many talented vendors to shop from. This is a great family event to put you in the holiday mood!

2. Sing-a-longs: Monday, Dec. 19th and Tuesday, Dec. 20th we will celebrate with our students and their families using our time honored tradition. Each sing-a-long begins at 10:45am promptly and ends at 11:30am.  Please plan to attend on the day or days that your child or children come to school. A separate invitation will soon go out to all students and their families. Bakers are needed for cookies. A sign up sheet will be out in each classroom soon. 
3. Vacation: The school will be closed for the holidays beginning on Friday, Dec. 23rd, 2011 until Tuesday, January 3, 2012 when classes resume. 

ON SALE NOW: MR. KIM’S MUSIC CD’S FOR $5.00 EACH.  See Sandy in the school office to purchase one of these for the holidays. 
SCRIP GIFT CARDS: on sale for the holidays.  Please place your orders for gift cards with the nursery school office no later than December 13th to receive them in time for Christmas. A full list of participating retailers can be found on our website at: www.unitedparishschool.org or in the school office.  SCRIP will also be on sale at our Holiday bazaar. Our school receives a percentage of each card purchased at no additional cost to you. All orders are processed on Tuesday mornings and arrive by noon  on Friday of that same week. 

WISH LISTS: After the holidays when items are on sale, we could use the following items.  A 2-4 foot table Christmas tree (without decorations, pre-lit is okay). Christmas bows, garland, wrapping paper.  We also need Hanukkah dreidels and small candles for our Menorahs.  Gift cards to Walmart, Target, AC Moore or Staples are always appreciated as well.  Thank you for your continued generosity!

THANK YOUS:  We appreciate everyone who donated items for our Thanksgiving feasts!  We had a wonderful time eating and playing games together with our friends. 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our AVON fundraiser. We earned $312 towards our spring shows.  Due to a generous donation from one of our T/TH families, we will be able to hold our annual animal show in the spring. 

We have received $600 in flat donations from our families and even some Grandparents of our students. Your generosity means the world to us especially during this time of year. 

Thank you to everyone who donated items for our annual Holiday bazaar and/or who volunteered their time on that day.  I would also like to give a heart felt thank you to the parent board for all their hard work in planning this event; especially to the following people: Dawn Duplessis, Kelley Aubut, Kristen Carr, Mindy Martin, Jenn Calabrese, Christine McShane, Kathryn Williams, Sherry Hines, Michelle Arthur, Julie Crawley and Alycia Braga our photographer. These women spent countless hours planning and soliciting donations for this event. I appreciate them each as individuals and as a board!!!  We will let you know how we did at the bazaar in the January newsletter.  
[image: image3.wmf]
SAVE THE DATES:
Registration for the 2012-2013 school year: begins January 23rd and 24th for all current students and their siblings. Alumni and church member’s registration is the following week: Jan 29- Feb 3rd.  Our OPEN HOUSE and Public registration is Saturday, February 4th, 2012 from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

More information will follow, but we will be adding a new four day a week program for 4-5 year old children. Packets will go out to our current students with all the updated information in January. 

MWF NEIGHBOR’S ROOM NOTES FOR DECEMBER: 

We will be talking about the holidays and family traditions this month. If any parents would like to come in and talk about a family tradition or if any families celebrate something other than Christmas, we’d love to know more about your faith practices. Please let Mrs. McCormick know if you would like to participate.  Please wear red and green for Christmas on December 14th.
On December 16th we will be having a joint circle time with the extended day class and will be reading the book Snowmen at Night.  We will sing songs and make a craft related to the book. 

On December 21st, we will celebrate Hanukkah. Please wear blue and white to school. 

As winter approaches, we will be opening up our classroom computer center. If you are interested in volunteering to help the children navigate the educational computer games for one hour during free play, please let a teacher know. Thank you and Happy Holidays!
EXTENDED DAY NEWS: 

This month we will be discussing our 5 senses as we explore the sights and sounds of the holidays. We will discuss opposites and classify objects by size. We have many fun stories and related activities planned. The children will be working on surprise gifts for their families. Please let us know if you have a special holiday tradition that you would like to share with our class. 

T/TH classes: Please check the December calendar for special dates for all classes! There is a lot going on this month and some of the dates of things differ between the Neighbors T/TH classes and the Friends T/TH classes.
QUOTES OF THE MONTH: 
Kayla raised her hand at circle and asked Mrs. Lavin “’ Is it Friday?”, “yes it is” said Mrs. Lavin, “Yeah! My mom was right!”
Mrs. McCormick told the MWF afternoon class that they were going to play the “who’s missing game.” Sean B. said “How can we play that? The gang’s all here!”
Holly said to Mrs. McGrath “Oh, my goodness, Jack is sick. I miss my buddy named Jack.”

Molly asked Mrs. Lavin if she had a T.V. Mrs. Lavin said “yes, at my house.” Dylan said “you’re my teacher, you don’t have a house.”

Kylie was asked what she was thankful for. She said “I am not thankful for anything because I want to get a dog, but I’m not getting one yet!”

Molly was talking to herself saying “Do you know what Joe is? No what? a cup of coffee.” 

I only know two angels, Hark and Harold- Gregory, age 5. ( I saw this on facebook) 

Also found on facebook from the site: happinessinyourlife.com

“Instead of telling kids that only sticks and stones can break their bones, but words can never hurt them, we should tell them the truth. 

Words CAN hurt them. 

Words are very powerful and can lift or crush others, especially young children who don’t have a solid sense of self yet.

Teach them empathy and to use words only in a loving way. Words can help people to achieve things they weren’t sure they could! 

Teach them that true power is in helping to build good, strong spirits, not to tear them down. 

A blessed Christmas and Happy Hanukkah to you all!       [image: image4.wmf]
